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'Whenever there 
is conflict 
between the heart 
and the mind, let 
the heart be 
followed' Swami 
Vivekananada 

 Her Excellency  Mrs Sujatha SINGH   
High Commissioner  

Special Interview will be the highlight for next issue  
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INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY 

PRESIDENT’s Interview……. 
Q:Could you tell us 
about the history of 
UIA? How old you 
are as an organisa-
tion? What the cir-
cumstances were that 
led to the formation 
of an umbrella or-
ganisation? 
 
 The United Indian 
Associations (UIA) 
Inc. was formed in 
early 1994. The main 
objective of this asso-
ciation is to help the 
most disadvantaged 
sections of the Indian 
community, which are 
the students, women 
and seniors. And to 
bring together the 
various Indian migrant 
community groups 
living in New South 
Wales under one um-
brella body - UIA. 
With over 20 member 
organizations, UIA is 
the multi cultural face 
of New South Wales. 

  
Q:What role does the 
umbrella organisa-
tion play in NSW 
that other associa-
tions cannot do effec-
tively?  
 
The UIA act as a  

channel of communi-
cation between the 
Australian Indian 
community, the Com-
monwealth and New 
South Wales Govern-
ments and the Indian 
Government, on wel-
fare, social and eco-
nomic matters.  
Most Indian associa-
tions are language 
based or regional 

based. Some are large 
in numbers and some 
are quite small. UIA 
works with the State 
and Federal govern-
ments to address is-
sues on a collective 
basis – issues that af-
fect all Indians who 
now call NSW their 
home - irrespective of 
which region in India 
we originate from. 
 
Q:How often do you 
meet? And what sort 
of community events 
and functions do you 
organise? 
 
The Governing Coun-
cil meets once a 
month and the Execu-
tive Committee meets 
at least once a month 
or more often as re-
quired. Contd.. 

next issue 
 

China, Russia, Viet-
nam and Bulgaria, 

IWD is a national 

Interna-
tional 
Women's 

Day (8 March) is a 
global day celebrating 
the economic, political 
and social achieve-
ments of women past, 
present and future. In 
some places like 

holiday. 

 The first  IWD 
was run in 1911. 
Next year is the  
Centenary year.  

On this day let 
us unite and re-
joice our 

achievements.-DR C 

V O I C E  O F  I N D I A  

“As fragrance 
abides in the flower 
As reflection is 
within the mirror, 
So does your Lord 
abide within you, 
Why search for him 
without?”  

Guru Nanak 
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WE SALUTE THE  

NATIONAL FLAG 

SBS launches Hindi News 
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WATCH 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
Women's forum:  
6th March 2010 
 
Senior's forum:  
20th March 2010 
 
India Australia Friendship 
Fair: 15th August 2010. 

UIA OFFICE BEARERS 
 
Mrs. Aruna Chandrala 
President  
Mr. Dilip Chopra 
Vice President 
Mr. Moninder Singh 
Secretary  
Mr. Sunil Srivastava  
Joint Secretary  
Mr. Sunil Salunke 
Treasurer 
Mr. Logessan Pillay 
Joint Treasurer 
Public Officer 
Vijaykumar Halgali 

REPUBLIC DAY  

DETAILS OF THE NEWS on PAGE 4 

SBS Formally launched the 
Hindi News  service on their 
World Watch schedule on 
23 February 2010 at the 
SBS Sydney Headquarters.  
Her Excellency Mrs Sujatha 
Singh, High Commissioner 
of India in Australia and 
Shaun Brown, Managing 
Director SBS formally 
launched the service in pres-
ence of the senior SBS staff 
and various community 
leaders. 

Ask and it will be 
given to you; seek 
and you will find; 

knock and the door 
will be opened to you.

- Jesus Christ 

RELEASE OF VOICE OF 
INDIA 

WELCOM-
ING  

JULIE 
OWENS 

CELEBERATIONS  



United India Association  

Suite G5, Connection Arcade 

162 - 172 Church Street 

PARRMATTA NSW 2150 

Phone: 02 9635 5583 

E-mail: achandrala@yahoo.com 

Website: http://www.uia.org.au 

 
In 1968 Mira ji moved from Ranchi to Faridabad, Haryana that proved 
to be the last destination in India for her before she migrated to Austra-
lia. Mira ji’s untiring social work was recognised by the people who 
started providing her platforms from where she could do her services to 
wider audience and with more strength. She became convener of 
Faridabad district Congress party’s women’s cell and organised a num-
ber of activities like eye and blood donation camps. She did these ac-
tivities in association with social clubs like Lions’ club and Red Cross 
Society. 
 
Mira ji and Mr. Mohinder Raheja migrated to Australia in 2000 as their 
son and daughter were settled here. She was deeply touched by the aid 
that the government was giving to the seniors of the country. In 2002 
she felt that she owes a debt to this country and to express her gratitude 
she pledged to donate her body to the Sydney University for the medi-
cal research and studies. 
Mira ji says, “Nothing is achieved in life without struggle, commitment 
and determination and if we do something with good and noble inten-
tions many come forward to help and even God helps to get success in 
our mission. God has made us Human to do something for the human-
ity”.  
 
Mira ji received the coveted NSW Premier’s award for her services in 
2008 and individual award for inter-generational understanding from 
Minister for Ageing Hon. Christina Keneally. KISHORE SINGHAL 

CONTACT US FOR ADVERTISEMENT 

Mrs. Mira Raheja, more popularly known as Mira ji 
was born on the 11th of November 1926 in Lahore, 
India (now it is part of Pakistan). Mira ji did her 
Bachelor of Arts degree from Khalsa College for 
women, Lahore and continued to increase her knowl-
edge by doing diploma in child education from Jodh-
pur Montessori School. In 1946, at the age of 20, she 
married to a very calm and quite boy Mr. Mohinder 
Raheja.  
 
The enthusiasm of helping the society and her deter-
mination to do so was apparent in Mira ji since her 
youth days. She wanted to contribute to the freedom 
struggle of the nation and took part in protest march 
during the freedom struggle in Lahore during her col-
lege days.  
 
She migrated to Jallandhar after partition in 1947. She 
knew that the society needed her contribution more 
than ever at that time. She engaged herself in social 
work in refugee camps giving support and arranging 
help for the girls victimised in Pakistan. In 1948 Mr. 
Raheja got a job in Abohar, Punjab and Mira ji shifted 
to Abohar with her husband. She took it as an opportu-
nity to use her education and became Headmistress of 
Arya Middle School for girls and continued on this 
role till 1952. Mira ji was constantly moving till 1968 
as Mr. Raheja was having a transferable job and had to 
go to different places. Nilokberi was an important 
place in the life of Mira ji because she was elected as a 
member of the Panchayat while she was still continu-
ing the social work for the community. This is the 
time when she was complimented by Pundit Jawahar 
Lal Nehru (first Prime Minister of India), Ms. Indira 
Gandhi and Sardar Vallabh Bhai Patel.  
 
Then India faced the unfortunate time of invasion by 
China in 1962. Mira ji was always willing to do her 
contribution to the society and the nation. In this hour 
of need she organised a drive to collect donations in 

Mira Raheja – A Living Idol SBS Hindi News Service: 
Mon - Sat: 11am on SBS ONE (rpt 

5:20pm on SBS TWO) and Sundays: 
11:00am on SBS TWO 

SBS Hindi Radio: 
In Melbourne (93.1fm) and Sydney (97.7 
fm). Sundays 9:00am, Mondays 3:00pm 

and Wednesdays 12noon. 


